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Joarame Ronaparte wiaa bor in Alac 0
&n Noveml L%k He was the youngest
O the wmight children surviv og oul of
thirteen born to Charles Bonaparte, or, W8

Be then was called, Carlo Matiadi Buonss
parta. Ly Muria Laotizia Ramoline  There
#earmnd to have been no little resembilance
betweon the charncters of Charles and the
youngest son, for the former's reputation
was that of a vain and estentatious man,
prodigal with his money. It s certain
that he died very poor. Of tha mother's
gharacteristica it fa hard to find a singlo
one in Jerome, thongh he remained ‘ar
fonger under her care than did any of h.s
Prothers  Next to Napoleon, ke vas the
ohject of lLer speclal love, perhaps be-
s + greater resemblance to hia
father kxcecdingly little is known of
Jerome's early years. Some reminiscences
dictated long afterward by hia mother
described him as amusing himself Ly “drawe
fng comic figures on the walls,” whaereas
Kapoleon in childhood had shown a prefers
ence for a drum and a wooden sword, and
bad painted nothing but soldiers. Of
education Jerome had only what his mother
ocould give him, and that was little, for to
the end of her days this remarkable woman

oonld not write readily, and, though fluent !

in Italian, always experienced great diffi-
eculty in speaking the French language.
The boy Jerome was nine years old when
the members of his family, who had sided
with the French Republic against the
Paolist party which brought about the
secession of Corsica, had to fly to France
and =ettle down in Marseilles to a hard
struggle with poverty, Mme.

Bonaparte |

is described as rising early every morning |

and apportioning the work of the day
which her daughters were to do, while
toward evening all sewed, and either
Louis read aloud from a paper or a letter,
or the mother related stories of the Cor-
gicen war for independence. Before the
children went to bed, sne said an evening
prayer. Jerome may have been a listener
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fought with a fellow gunedanan, poat an end

(o iw onrenr as 8 soltbier Napolaon de.
Il b try the offect of s air on his
viningest Lpother acd st him to Brest

to b eeetne A midahipeann on bosrd the fag-
i of a fMesi ordersd (o traverse (he
Moditorranea . and revietunl Menon's army

I Egypt sobmsguertly, he sccompanied
hie broche: v.law, Ger leclere, in the
axpodition 1o San Deningo.  Of the many

apphiioations for moeey addrosssd by the
viung masal ofeer 1o Lis brother whenever
hin cnesnl gt Inta port, one of Napoleon's
repiion anrvives, in which he sayes  “Die

voung and I shall 1 o conpoled for it, but |

not if you live sixty vears without glory,
without 1en vour country, without
leaving behlnd a trance of your existence
It wonld be Lette
all." &= o matter of 1act, Jevome showed
no zeal in tha raval  profession, but in
July, 1908, by which e he had risen to
A leutenancy, resigned his command of
the brig-of-war Epeovier and thus escaped
capture by the British. Whatever excuse
he may have had for abandoning his ship

Napoleon, in the bitteiest letter he ever
addressed to the acapegrace, denounced
him for deserting the sea and leaving his
Admiral without orders- he certainly had
nore for spending a yvear and a half in the
Uuited States after quitting Martinique;
unless, indeed, his infatuation for Mise
Patterson shall be accounted an excuse.

to

.

When Jerome Bonaparte landed at Nor-
folk, Va., on July 20, 1803, he seems to have
been sincere in his intention of proceedfhg
at once to France in a neutral vessel. Four
days later, he was in Baltimore, where every
door was thrown open to him as goon as it
became known that the young lieutenant
was no less a person than a brather of the
famous First Consul of France. He seems
to have arrived in the States with a good
deal of money, drawn presumably from
France through Napoleon's secretary, Bour-

| rienne, and he was already a master in the

art of spending. With his prodigality, his
good manners and his moderately good

| looks, he had no diffieulty in getting himself

or a spectator, but it is more probable that |

he wus playirig about the streets, for, ac-
cording Lo contemporary writers, he was
allowed to run completely wild. His
mother's vigilance over her youngest son
was impaired by the excessive indulgence
with which she always treated him.

The rise of the Bonapartesfrom theirun-
comfortuble circumstances at Marseilles
was not so rapid as might be inferred from
the fact that Napoleon first made himself
famous at Toulon near the end of 1793, The
siege of Toulon, however, marked a turning
point, though the turn was slow. Joseph and
Lueien benefited by the young Frigadier-
General's success toget somewhat luera-
tive appointments, Moreover, Joseph, hav-
‘ing become a Commissary-General, was en-
abled to render his family more than one
gervice after he married Marie Clary daugh-
ter of a rich Marseilles merchant, who gave
two queens to Europe—another daughter
marrying Bernadotte, and so being the an-
ecestress of the Swedish royal line. It is
well known that

Napoleon's family were definitely aseured |

they had to pass through a crisis in which
they were nearly wrecked, Napoleon's
advancement had been due to the Robes-
plerre faction, and, when the two Robes-
pierres fell, the young General came within
@ hair's breadth of following them to the
seaffold,
by the aid of Salicetti, a fellow Corsican,
did he obtain release frcm imprisonment
and restoration to his rank in the army.

It was after the thirteenth Vendémiaire,
when Napoleon had established himself
as a man of mark in Paris, that he sent
for his brother Jerome, then 11 years
old,  that the boy might begin to re-
ogive some education. 'The school selected
was the College Irlandais, which had just
been started by an Irishman, Patrick
MacDermot, in an old Ursuline convent at
Saint Germain-en-Laye, outside the capi-
tal. Napoleon's primary reason for send-
ing Jerome to this school whs doubtless his
infatuation for the widow Josephine Beau-
harnais, whom he was already oourting,
and whom he married in the following
March. Josephine's gon, Eugéne, had been
gent to MacDermot two years before, while
her daughter Hortense had been intrusted
to the care of Mme. Campan. About Je-
rome's school days hardly anything has
been racorded. In 1708 he won a prize for
geography, and the report is probable
enough that masters and pupils alike were
proud of having among them the brother
of the already great Gen. Bonaparte. After
the first victories of Napoleon in Italy
his whole family was better off and more
pocket. money than was good for him was
allowed to Jerome. Though still a mere boy
ha thought himself a man, and, as Mme.
Junot expresses it,“faisait des soffises” whene
ever he came to Paris.
between the Italian campaign and the ex-
pedition to FEgypt, Napoleon withdrew

Jeyome from the Saint German school, |

and sent him to the Collége de Juilly,
the most famous of
founded by the Otatorians., There ig no
preof that the boy averlearned much there,

before the fortunes of |

Only with difficulty, and, perhars,

In the interval |

i
|
|
|
|
|

the establishments |

Hp continued to follow a pleasure making |

gareer, and often came to Paris, where he |

was always welcome at the house of Jose-

. phine. She lavished spending money on

him. and this generosity kept him for a time

|

from joining in the undisguised hostility |

with which

regarded her,
boy he continued on good terms with his
glster-in-law, though later hix brothers
found means to bring him over to their

Napoleon's

..'»"i('ie against Napoleon's wife, never, to be

" reconciled with her again. What Josephine
Lﬂmught of Jerome in later years may be
gathered f rog an exclamation made by her

other brothers |
As long as he remained a !

! show of opposition.

taken at his own valuation by the citizens
of the little Maryland seaport. To any one
possessing even the slightest acquaintance
with Jerome's life, it is quite needless to say
that he-did not avoid ladies' society during
his stay in America. It is to his credit,
however, that his only known love affair in
the States wae, in its beginning, honorable.
Unfortunately, the romance had not long
developed into marriage before it assumed
an aspect entirely disgraceful to Jerome.
That he suffered befors consenting to his
own dighonor is the only mitigation which
can beurged, and his suffering was small
beside that of his deserted wife,

Flizabeth Patterson wuas 18 years of
age when she met Jerome Boraparte. The
faot is here recalled that she was the eldest
daughter in a family of thirteen children
born to William Patterson, an Irish farmer’s
gon who had come to Philadelphia at the
age of 14, and who, from a humble place
in a shipping merchant's counting house,
had riten to a commercial and social posi-
tion second to none in his adopted country.
President Thomas Jefferson, writing to the
United States Minister in Paris at the time
of Flizal éth'smarriage to Jerome, deseribed
her father as “a man of great worth and of
great respectability,” and the family's social
standing as “the first in the United States.”
He had given large sums of money in sup-
port of the war for independence and was
o frierd of all the American leaders in that
struggle. The esteem in which he was held
and his wealth united to make his eldest
daughter prominent in Ballimore, apart
from her good looks; and she was, in addi-
tion, the belle of the town. She is described
as having possessed “the pure (Grecian
contour.® We read that “her head was
exquisitely formed, her forehead was fair
and ghapely, her eyes were large and dark,
with an expression of tenderness which did
not belong to her character; and the delicate
loveliness of her mouth and chin, together
with her teautifully rounded shoulders and
tapering arms, combired to form one
of the loveliest of women.” The Amer-
jcan verdict on her beauty was irdorsed
by Furope afterward. Mme. dJunot
found in her appearance a distinct re-
semblance to Pauline, the most beautiful
of the Bonaparte women. With regard to
her mental accomplishments, Elizabeth
Pa'terson has bheen variously described,
according to the writer's bias, as well edu-
cated and as quite ignorant. When she
married Jerome her chief characteristics
seem to have been afhbition, love of pleasure
and self-will. Under the influence of the
cruel fate which the Bonaparte family
brought upon her she developed an admir-
able courage and a less admirable but
pardonable hardness. Her native wit,
perhaps stimulated by early reacing, was
trained by undeserved humiliation into a
bitterness, which caused it to be said of her
afterward that she charmed with her eyes
while ghe slew with her tongue. She hags
suffered somewhat in reputation from the
vindictive reference to her in her father's
will. The vindictiveness may not have
been justified, but her side of the case has
not heen set forth in any document known
to the author of this biography.

William Patterson has been accused of
secretly promoting the match, but he un-
questionably made a considerable outward
Writing to the United
States Minister in Paris, he declared that he
had never encouraged Jerome, but had re-
sisted his pretensions by every means in
his power consistent with discretion; finding,
however, that nothing short of ferce or vio-
lence could pravent the union, he had, with
much reluctance, coneented. It is a fact
that he sent his cdavghter to Virginia to
place her out of Jerome's reach, but the twp
were determined to have their way, and
ultimately she vrn permitted to return to
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for example  was quite pemmeiied (o e
ilen.  and apoke abont  investing  money
in Amerviean fande o srabls Jerame (o go
on Neing In the Unitsd States Robort
Pattorson, who had heen ot o Franon in
the hope of propitinting the great man
and who visited Laeie o Monaparts theee
v after his arrival  cnn pasyred hy the
Intter that Mme. Rona arte Nimanlf
and the rest of the farmily npproved the
mateh  all, In faot, exoopt the First Conaul,
who did not for the pressit conenr with them
hin action being dictated hy polioy with
which his family had nothing to do. He
advised that Jerome ehould atay in the
United States, and sven get  naturalized

et

Menacuriee  goweally {

there. In speaking as he did, Lucien, who |
had itly married his second wife against
Napoleon's wishes  exhibited his  usual

independence of character, but, In a fow
weeks time he himself waa in exile heoause
of his marringe, and within a few months
the rest of the family was, outwardly at
least, in agreemont with Napoleon's policy
toward Jerome

Napoleon silvwed some time to elapse
before he took «ny decided steps. [t was
not until April 21, 1808, that his Minister of
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P mintbonn bt waen Jarome and Kie
wife e the anean vaee fallowing their |
anpaetion o Lambon need not detain e
Jong dwrorme wns diaplassedt or pretended |
ta b dimplenand At Elsabeth's going tn ‘
Frghnned, wnd complainnd of the precesding
o e Pather ne though Napoleon had not
penelared 1t imoonsibin for the young soman
tey land on the Continent of Furps,  In
atrthnr Ittar to hie father in. lnew Jorome
axpresnn | the wieh that Elisabeth should
tuen to Amerion and wait in her former
home until he should have obtgined her
motll feom  the Bmperor  Throughout
the aummer of 1898 ha kept on assuring
Wi “denr little wife” that all his jove and |
Wi life wern hers, and besssoling hor,|
aftar thele son's hirth, to balleve that he
worlld never entertain the thought of ahan.
doning her  As late an Octolwer, 1908, he
deciared to her: 1 love my countey, and |
Jave glory, but | love them as a man ac- |
eustomed to fear nothing, who will never
forget that he is the father of Jerome Na-
porlaon, and the husband of Fllwe,”

Not eantenting himeelf with separating
hushand and wife and declaring their union
illagal, the Emperor Napoleon had in May,
1805, despatchod Cardinal Fosch to Rome
with a letter requesting Pope Pius VII
ty annul Jerome's marriage. The Pope
felt himself constrained to say that he
found no reason for annulling a4 marriage
duly performe! Ly tha Catholie Bishop
of Baltimore, and that, as for the point about
the young woman heing a Protestant, the

|
|
|

| Churoh, though disapproving of such mar- |

Marine informed the French Consul-Geaeral |

at Washington that Jerome must at once
obey the orders already sent for his return
on a Freach frigate, but that “all captains
of French vessels should be prohibited
from receiving on hoard the young person
with whom he had formel a connection,
it being the First Consul's intention that
she should not set foot in France—and,
did she come thither, that she should be
ment back immediately to the United States.”
In a personal letter to Jerome the Minister
of Marine quoted what Napoleon had said
to him* “I will receive Jerome if he leaves

| taining no halp fiom the Vatican, Napoleon

the young person in America, and comes |

hither to associate himself with my for-
tunes. I he brings her with him, #he
ghall not eet foot in the territory of France.
If he comes alone, I will forgive the error
of a moment and the fault of youth. Faith-
ful services and the eonduct which is due
to himself will regain for him all my kind-

"

Napoleon's decigion reached Jerome In

"August, 1804, simultaneously with the news

of the proclamation of an ampire, so that
in the same hour the young husband knew
himeelf to be the brother of an emperor
and to be commande1 to renounce his wife.
In a letter written in June to the French
Congul-General Nepolesn had  declared
that Jerome could not have hoped to have
his marriage recognized as valid, and that
he, Napoleo, consideral it as null. He
quoted a French statate on the subject,
and stated that he could not permit his
family to brezk the law.

Still confident that the might of Elisabeth
would s>ften the Emperor's heart, Jerome,
on March 8, 1805, set 8ail in one of his father-
in-law'a vessels, and about a month later
reached Lisbon. Napoleon had taken his
precautions. In February of the mame
year a solemn protest had been published
nominally by Jerome's mother, Mme,
Letizia Bonaparte, against the American
marriage, and about a week later Napoleon
had published a decree which, alluding to
his mother'a protest against “the pretended
marrviage of her gon, Jerome Bonaparte,
a minor, contracted in a foreign country
without his mother’s consent, and without
previous publication in the place of his dom-
icile,"” forbade civil officials of the empire
to receive on their registers a transcription
of the certificate of celebration of the cere-
mony. Some weeks later a further decree
reenforced the former, and pronounced
the marriage null and any offspring from

it illegitimate. .
It is well known that Jerome's wife was

not allowed to land in Lisbon—Portugal,
Spain and Holland, as well as France, hav-
ing been closed to her by the desire of Em-
peror Napoleon. Jerome himself received
a peremptory order to proceed to Italy,
there to meet his imperial brother. Jerome
lost no time in complying with the order,
being still apparently confident that he
would soon be able to send for his wife.
Reaching Turin on April 24, 1805, he sent
an appeal to his brother, who was at Ales-
gandria. The appeal had no effect upon
Napoleon, who absolutely refused to see
Jerome until he should announce himself
ready to yield to his elder brother's will.
Eleven days were passed by the young man
with two alternatives before his eyes—either
to surrender unconditionally or to keep his
sacred word to his wife and undergo what
disgrace Napoleon might choose to inflict
upon him. The biographer opines that the
Jerome of a later period might not have
hesitated so long, but at this time he was
still much in love. Eventually, he brought
himself, however, to make the required
submigsion, though, manifestly, with mental
reservations. His submission was ex-
pressed in a letter which is lost, but in Na-
poleon’s answer, which survives, we read:
“There are no faulte in your conduct which
a sincere repentance does not efface in my
eyes. Your union with Miss Patterson
is null in religion, as in law. ‘Write to Miss
Patterson to return to Americd. 1 will
grant her a pension of 60,000 francs during
her life, on condition that in no event shall
she bear my name, to which she has no right,
her marriage being non-existent. You
yourself must make her understand that
you have not been, and are not, able to
change the nature of things. Your mar-
riage being thus annulled of your own free
will, I will restore to you my friendship.”
Meanwhile Elizabeth, after remaining
for nearly a month on board her father's
vessel off Lisbon, was conveyed to Holland,
but there again was forbidden to land.
Not until May 19 did she place herself
beyond the power of Napoleon by direm-
barking on English roil. In England she
avoided publicity a8 much as poseible, for
political reacons, as well as on account of
her physical condition. On July 7, 1805,
she gave birth to a son, to whom the name
Jerome Napoleon was given, and who
became the founder of the American family
of Bonaperte. The young mother still be-

|

| dramatic accident brought Jerome face to

riages, acknowledged them as valid. Ob- |

had recourse to the Gallican Church, on
whichi he eould eount, and in October, 1805,
the American marriage was declared null by
an ecclesinstical court in Paris.

Jerome, though he continued to write to
Flizabeth down to the year 1812, ceased to
spoak of the possibility of a reunion after
he had been declared free of his marriage,
and dntereated himselt in his son rather
than in his wife. After July 17, 1808, when
he wrote very briefty to say that he was well,
he remained gilent for almost two years. In
1508, however, after he had been made
King of Westphalia, he proposed to have his
son sent to him, but Elizabeth and her
family declined the proposal. Tn Novem-
ber of the same year Jerome wrote to offer
her the principality of Smalkalden in Weat-
phalia, with a pension of 200,000 francs a
year. Elizabeth replied that “Westphalia
was a large kingdom, but not large enough
for two queens. Moreover, she preferred
being eheltered under the wing of an eagle
to hanging from the bill of a goose.” The
eagle, of course, was Napoleon, who kept
his promise of allowing her 60,000 francs a
year up to the date of his fall. The rebuff
kept Jerome silent for three years, after
which he wrote to her for the last time,
pigning the letter “Your affectionate and
good friend.”

After taking leave of each other on tha
vessel in the harbor of Lishon they never
met but once and that was under remarkable
circumstances. Not long after the death
of the Emperor Napoleon at St. Helena a

face with his past. Walking with his second
wife, Catherine of Wirtemberg, in the
gallery of the Pitti Palace at Florence, he
suddenly saw before him his former wife.
With an agitated whisper to Catherine as
to the reason, he led her from the gallery,
and they left Florence. Not a word was
exchanged between Jerome and Elizabeth
and they never saw each other again. She
had procured a divorce from him in Mary-
land after the empire’s downfall, possibly
for the purpose of guarding herself against
any financial claims that Jerome might
try to make. Although, however, she was
never te meet Jerome after the encounter
in Florence, his first wife's story and his
continued to touch. The connecting link
was the son whom he had tried to have
brought to Westphalia in 1808. Elizabeth
had reasonably refused to part with her
ohild at that time, but after the social tri-
umphs which she enjoyed in Europe on her
gecond visit she brought the young Jerome
Napoleon {from Baltimore and sent him to
school at Geneva, whenoe he came to join
his mother in Italy at the age of six-
teen. During his sojourn in Ttaly his
grandmother (Mme. Mére), his unocles Lucien
and Louis and his aunt Pauline all received
the boy with affection, and recognized him
as Jerome's eldest son. A project was even
forined of a marriage between him and
Charlotte, daughter of Joseph Bonaparte,
who was living in the United States under
the name of the Comte de Survilliers. Ina |
letter written to her father in November, |
1821, Elizabeth Patterson says: “Mme. Mére,
knowing the state of Jerome's finances and
the impossibility of his ever doing anything
for any one, wishes Joseph to provide for
this child by a marriage. I have given my
consent.” Pauline Bonaparte, whose hus-
band, Prince Borghese, allowed her a hand-
some income, in spite of her unfaithfulness,
promised to leave 8)0,000 france to her
nephew and niece if they married. The
plan was never carried out, “Bo," as nis
mother called him, ultimately marrying
some one else. In 1821-28, however, the
idea was cherished by both sides of the
family.

It is true that Jerome, senior, had not
apoken yet,and at this time did not even see
his eldest son, who presently went home
to study for three years at Harvard. The
meeting came about in 1826, when Jerome
and Catherine were living at Rome and
Elizabeth at Florencae. It was arranged
that the young man should visit his father's
home. He didso, and wrote to hiematernal
grandfather at Baltimore: “From my father
T have had the most cordial reception, and
am treated with all possible kindness and
affection. * * * Ihavenotseen mamma
for four months; she is still at Florence.”
The young man, although gratified at the
welcome given to him by his grandmother
and the other Bona partes, desired, as he told
his grandfather, to return to America,
“to whosa government, manners and cus-
toms I am 8o much attached.” .His desire
was satisfled. His marriage in Baltimore
in 1820, though it was a great blow to his
mother, was made the ground of general
congratulations on the part of the Bona-
partes, who by that time had abandoned
their idea of & marriage between him and
Joseph's daughter. Thenoeforth the name
of Prince Jerome's first wife enters no more
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widowed hushand was pow quite ruined.
His eatablishment in Florenee conld he
kept up no longer He retired to a country
hotisn in the neighhorhood, which was all
that his eredit eould support. Two vears

later his mother died in Home Jercome
and Lucien were the cnly sons present |
at her deathbed. Her serupulous division !

of her savings left to her youngest born
only hia just proportion of the inheritence,
She knew too well that she conld do hut
little to relieve the wants of a prodignl
who had persistently neglected her advice
and to whom ehe had transmitted so
little of her own character. More years
neediness and  struggle fellowed, '
until at last, in 1840, #six years after
Catherine’s death had reduced him so low, |
two marriages raised Jerome from his
abasement. Hisdaughter Mathilde wedded !
a multimillionaire Russian noble, Prince |
Demidoff, and he himsell contracteda third |
union with a Florentine widow, the Marchesa |
Bartolini-Badelli. Of the three wives of |
Jerome Bonaparte the third was destined |
to euffer the hardest fate. She was rich, |
well born and possessed of good locks. One |
of Jerome's biographers who raw ber |
nine years after her marriage she was
then 49—described her as still beautiful |
and distinguished. Moreover, according to |
this authority, she was sweet, charitable

and “the best of creatures,” but unhappily, !
indolent and languid in her way. Jerome |
could offer her his debts and whatever

was his mysterious attraction, but he would ‘
not agree to anything better than a mor- |
ganatic marriage. Although fifteen years |
his junior, and able with her fortune to |
pay off all his obligations, she accepted |
the terms, and established him once mcre

in Florence in a life of ease. She hoped,

perhaps, that he would one day concede |
to her the full rights of a wife, but he in- |
sisted to the end of their life together that
she should be styled “Madame la Marquise" |
and so addressad her him=2lf.

Having been permitted at the end of
September, 1847, by the Government of
Louis Philippe to return to France with the
Prince Napoleon, now his only son, Jerome
was in Paris when the revolution of 1848
took place. The author of this book ironi-
cally terms Jerome's proclamation of ad-
hesion to the republic a masterpiece of
patriotism. His son, the Prince Napo-
leon, professed equal enthusiasm, but,
unluckily for him, carried his fervor so far
as to write to his uncle of Wiirtemberg,
signing himself “Citizen Bsmspam," where-
upon the King out off a pension of 30,000
francs a year which he had previously
allowed the Prince for his services in tho
Wiirtemberg army. So good a republi-
can, he said, could not take a pension from
a tyrant like hiumself.

For the remaining years of Jerome's
life, however, there was no question of
financial distrees., The Marquise Ba r-
tolini's money had relieved him from that
and the republic rewarded the “Old Soldier
of Waterlono” with the post of governor
of the Hoétel des Invalides, to which an
annual salary of 45,000 francs was attached,
The elevation of his nephew lLouis Napo.
leon to the Presidency was followed by his
restoration to the rank of General
and with another 12,000 francs a year.
The metamorphosis of Louis Napoleon
from President into Emperor in Decem-
ber, 1862, assured to his uncle tranquillity
and high honors for the remainder of his
days. The Presidency of the Senate wea
followed by the gift of a Marshal's baton,
and the rank of Prince Imperial established
him and his son on the very steps of the
throne. Only his inveterate habit of epend-
ng more than his income, whatever its size,

his life he was looked on as a pattern of
manners, but this outward appearance of
courteous and venerable age was belied
by his domestic life. To the last generous
and wasteful, the ex-King found his chief
amusement in the society of the opposite
sex. To his third wife he was continually
unfaithful, and he fell at length a victim
to the wiles of a woman who ruled him
the last eight or nine years of his life. There
seems to have been but little ground for
Jerome's infatuation with the tall red
haired creature that she is described as
being, but for her rake he not only be-
haved atrociously to the Marquize, but
even took under his protecticn her hus.
band, a 1uined gambler and debauchee
whose function it became to act as buffcon |
and fool to his patron.

The death of Jerome Bonaparte took
place in the sammer of 1860, in the seventy-
fifth year of his age. After receiving the
sacraments of his Church he died peace-
fully, with both Napoleon IIT and the
Princesse Mathilde at his bedside. A State
funeral was accorded to him, and a Bishop
pronounced an oration on the brother of the
great Napoleon. It should be added that
in death he received more true honor than
he had any right to expect. At the tomb
of this burlesque Napoleon a woman knelt
to weep and pray. It was the Marquise
Bartolini, returned from Florence to attend
hig funeral, who, though monstrously
accused and cruelly cast off hy him, was
unable to forget him now that he was dead,

M. W. H.
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The Origin of Life, '

It is a discussion of the most interesting |
question ever propounded to science, name-
ly, the physical basis and definition of
organic, g8 distinguished from inorganio,

| doea it seem to have been seriously ques-
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ot here disousssd and outlining what the
author has to say about the correlation of
vital phenomena and the physical basis of
life and also about spontaneous generation,
we shall pass at ones to his conclusions,

i which are set forth in a final chapter

| )
The doctrine of spontaneous generation |
was in the Middle Ages acoepted as a faot,
and those who aflirm it now are not suc
heretiea as might at first sight ba imaginedl.
It was, indeed, an accepted theory in Europe !
at an earlier period than the Middle Ages -
in fact, for more than ecighteen hundred
years. Not till the seventeenth century

tioned. As Huxley har shown, it is just
237 vears since Francesco Redi enunclated
the hypothesis now known as biogenesis:
that all living matter has sprung from pre-
existing living matter. Subsequently
Father Needham, who like DPuffon the
great French naturalist was a believer in
what at the present day would be called
abiogenesis, or the production of living
matter from dead matter, produced ex-
periments which seemed to refute Redi'a.

ward in defence of Redi’'s hypothesis and

Noedham's experiments had been subjected
to the temperature of boiling water for
three-quarters of an hour and had the access
of air been prevented by hermetically seal-
ing the tube no sign of living forms or
animalcules would have appeared. Mr.
Burke holde that by these and later ex-
periments, including those of Pasteur and
Tyndall, nothing was really proved;
because, when animalcules did appear,
the obvious explanation waa that the sterili-
zation had bheen imperfect; while, when
they did not appear after heating, the still

of sterilization had destroyed not merely
previously existing life, but also the con-
ditions under which life in ordinary cir-
cumstances might have originated.

There is no doubt that throughout the
minute study of living forms which has gone
on since the time of Harvey it has been gen-
erally assumed that the barrier between
animate and inanimate nature is insur-
mountable, and toward the close of the
nineteenth century it wastaken for granted
that biology is marked off sharply from the
a-biological sciences. The boundary be-
tween living and dead matter was sup-
posed to be definable, whereas sclentists are
now inclined to think that it can no more be
laid down than can the boundary between
biology and psychology, or that between
biology and sociology. The boundary
between biology and physics now seems to
be indefinable.

The author, for his part, is convinced that
the dawn of life is not a subject of-research
that need be abandoned in despair. He
oonoedes that it must have taken place,
as Huxley avers, in the remote vista of the
past, when the earth was passing through
physical and chemical conditions that
perhaps it can no more see again than man
can recall his infancy. It is also admitted
that the living types upon our planet at the
present day are, for the most part at any
rate, if not altogether, the descendants of a
Jong series of ancestors extending from a
remote past down to the present day. Con-
sidering this aspect of his theme in his fifth
chapter, the author points out that the
types of living matter which we see
around us constitute after all only a
fraoction, and perhaps an infinitesimally
small fraction, of the vast numbers of such
types that onoe existed but have long since
perished. Amid this vast wvariety a few
possessed the qualities which enabled them
to perform the funotion of transmitting
their kind, and a still smaller number the
power of transmitting the kind of organ-
isms which would persist in the surround-
ings which nature had laid out for them;
till at length, as if against all opposition,
“a race was formed with conscience enough
to know that it was vile and intelligence
enough to know that it was insignificant.”
This race itself, like the individuals which
constitute it, may die in its turn. “The
uneasy oonsciousness which for a brief
time had in this obscure corner broken
the silence of the universe will then be at
rest. Imperishable monuments und im-
mortal deeds, death itself, and love,
stronger than death, will be as though
they never had been.” From these con-
siderations it would not appear, as Mr,
A.J. Balfour has suggested, “that anything
should be better or be woree for all
that the labor, geirius, devotion and
suffering of Man heve striven through
countless generations to effect.” In the
eleventh chapter Mr. Burke mainteins
that spontanesus ge-eration cannot bLe
demonstrate!, hecause in no experiment
can we be certain  that  all  forms
of life have been destroyed, inasmuch as
there may be, and probably are, organic !
types quite invisible imder the highest mi-
crogcopic powers at our disposal. Un-
doubtedly it may be asserted that in given
circumstanoes all visible organie forms
have been destroyed, but it cannot be
shown that ultra-microscopie or even
ultra-atomic types of organic life do not re-
main, Bterilizing is always open to the
objection that some germs totally dif-
ferent from those which jad been eliminated
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A Ntory of Motoring.
“Yesterday a  plaything of the fow;
to-day a servant of the many; to-morrow
the necessity of humanity,” writes Win.
throp E. Scarritt, the seribe of “Thre Mon
in a Motor Car” (E. P. Dutton & ()
The thres men ware Amerioan husiness

h | men who took the motor car with them

and toured through France and Switz .
land. The author is an enthusiastic anto.
mobilist and ex-president of the Auto.
mobile Club of America. His hook 18 full
of practical suggestions conoerning tha
best method of transporting a ear to Europa
and of managing the journey in it after
its arrival. The actual expenses incurred
by the three men are frankly stated, their
experiences in travelling simply narrated
in homely fashion and without any attempt
at literary atyle.

The account, while not without interest,
will ba of most value as a guide book to
auntomobilists desiring to make the same
kind of a journey. A pleasant introduction
by C. N. and A. M. Williamson prefacss
the chronicle of the “Three Men in a Motor
Car."

George Meredith in Handy Shape.

A distinet service is rendered by Charles
Seribner's Sons to the reading public in
the publication of “The Works of George
Meredith” in a convenient, tasteful edition.
It is called a “pocket” edition, and the
volumes certainly fit that description, but
in this age of flat dwellers the poasibility
of finding permanent space for the sixteen
little volumes, which in clear legible type,
on thin paper that is opaque, contain the
complete works of a distinguished writer,
will be appreciated greatly.

By the process of survival Mr. Meredith
at 78 has become the chief of English men
of letters. What rank he will take in lit-
erature the future must show; in his life-
time, certainly, it has been chiefly to edu-
cated readers that he has appealed. In
this edition the text is that of his latest
revision. He has mever hesitated to re-
vise, and some day when a critical edition
of his works appears the changes between
his first writing, particularly of the earlier
books, and the last will make interesting
material for the commentators.

Four volumes in neat bindings are now
before us. These contain “The Ordeal of
Richard Feverel,” “Diana of the Cross-
ways,” “Sandra Belloni,” which was first
called “Emilia in England,” and “Vittoria.®
The volumes are sold separately.

NANTUCKET HEARS THE NEWS

Earthquake Letters From Her Sons and
Daughters Iin California.

Nantucket, with a population of leas than
4,000, has so many of her natives, mostly
Forty-niners, and the children of natives
in California that the fire and earthquake
letters sent to relativesat home were numer-
ous enough to fill a whole page of the In-
nuirer and Mirror, the ancient newspaper
published on the island each week. In ths
last Mirror there is a list of fifty Nantucket-
ers in California who have been heard from
since the disaster, and there are fifty-two
names under the heading *“Nantucketers
Unheard From."”

The exodus of 40 was one of the things
that hurt Nantucket by taking away nearly
all of her able bodied men. They sailed
around the Horn in their whaling vessols,
and on the Pacifio Coast quit the sea for the
mines.

One of them, Capt. Sylvester Hodges, an
old whaling commander and shipbuilder,
made a record on the trip around the Horn
by building a small steamboat with timbers
of Nantucket oak on the deck of the sailing
vessel on which he made the voyage. It
was ready for launching when the ship
reached the Golden Gate, and it was in the
freight and passenger servioe on San Fran-
cisco Bay for many years.

This skipper's eson, Albert Hodges, s
one of the writers to the Mirror. He tells
about living in tents in his back yard with
many less fortunate refugees.

A letter from Alexander Starbuck's
sister included this:

“The Methodist church is gone, with {te
fine organ, which etood back of the pulpit
in a large old fashioned choir gallery.
The organ was found badly twisted and
thrown into the middle of the church
This will give some idea of the force of
the earthquake.”

Mrs. Charles Ray Allen received this note
from her granddaughter:

“Our pride, our beautiful city, simpl”
wiped off the map. Oh, the terror of it ¢
beyond human power to tell. It came a‘
5:12 A. M. (not slight and then hard, bt
full foree at the very first), and for 48 secondas
the crashing, enapping of wood in the
house, plastering tearing from the walls
and making it like dense rmoke, all the gas

| globes flying through the air, falling 'o

the floor and breaking into millions of finv
pieces, furniture as heavy as a hureall
wheeled right out into the middle of mv
room; every single picture, even the huee
heavy ones, didn't only crash down
flew across the rooms in all directions
and hit the walls on the opposite siuirs
“All this, with the huge brick chimness
on the nhouses falling through the 4
into rooms, is what we all (thourands of 1)
rurhed through to get out into the stree’s,
We have not
sipee, and it was a week ag0

been to bed
to-dav.”




